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EXTENDING KNOWLEDGE

Changing Lives

IN MEADE COUNTY

Extension provides practical education you can trust by helping individuals, families,
businesses, and communities solve problems, develop skills, and build a better future.

Frank Mudd of Flaherty
with his Kentucky record
breaking 305 Ib.
watermelon

Giant Pumpkins lined the barn
from seven different states

“Great Pumpkin Pursuit & Giant Watermelon Weigh-Off”

In September 2016, the Kentucky Giant Pumpkin Growers Association held
their annual, national weigh off for giant fruits and vegetables in Meade
County, for the first time. This event complimented the agritourism planned in
the county for the next five years. Collaborative efforts were made by
Extension Service, Chamber of Commerce, Robert’s Family Farm, and a local
giant watermelon grower to get people involved and ready for competition.
Educational meetings and seeds from giants were given away. University of
Kentucky Horticulture Extension Specialists attended the event to educate
growers and the general public about pesticide spray schedules, efficacy of
chemical groups, hybridization and cross pollination. Twenty-one watermelons,
14 pumpkins, three tomatoes, and four long gourds checked in. This was one of
the largest fruit and vegetable weigh-offs in the nation, breaking state records
in watermelons and pumpkins. More than 350 people, from the county and
other states, were in attendance along with five local producers. The hosting
farm showed an increase in visitors on opening day. Evaluation showed that
people will be returning in 2017 and more growers indicated their interest in
participating.

Program Efforts

257 Number of people who
reported acquiring new
leadership opportunities

135 Number of participants
engaged in home and
consumer horticulture
programming

5,131 Number of hours
Kentucky Extension
Homemakers volunteered
for Extension activities and
events

700 Number of individuals
more likely to buy a
Kentucky fruit and
vegetables as a result of
receiving a Plate-It-Up
recipe

518 Number of businesses
reached through Extension
programming

902 Number of producers who
incorporated best practices
recommended by Extension

410 Number of youth who
apply the skills learned in 4-
H and in other activities at
home, school or in the
community

1,102 Number of youth that
report making healthy
lifestyle choices

'Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability.



4-H Livestock Clubs ... Life Skills for
Members

Meade County 4-H livestock projects are designed to
teach youth the principles of animal science. Each
large animal club (beef, goat, sheep, swine) was advised
by a KY 4-H Certified Livestock Volunteer that had
completed the required state-level trainings and
received support at the county level from the local 4-H
Youth Development Educator. With each project,
youth learned up-to-date industry standards of sound
breeding, feeding and management practices through
monthly club meetings resulting in achieving the
required six-hours of education for project completion.
Sixty-four youth, representing all animals species,
acquired a total of 384 educational hours during the
2016-2017 project year. In addition to educational
hours, the youth were required at the county level to
complete project record books, participate in a skill-a-
thon and participate in a showmanship category at
county fair in order to be considered for the Premier
Exhibitor award at the end of the 2016 Meade County
Fair. Members also could elect to sell their project
animal at the Meade County Fair 4-H/FFA Youth
Auction held during fair week. A total of $131,000 was
collected for the sale of 4-H/FFA animal projects by
local community members, businesses and




