
Conservation District, in partnership with The 
Woodford County Extension Master 
Gardeners, sponsored 32 grants for Woodford 
County residents. Each grant recipient 
received 10 plants to put in at their residence. 
These plants were a combination of milk weed 
and nectar plants selected by the master 
gardeners. 
 
The Monarch Grant Program was designed to 
encourage Woodford County residents to 
establish or expand Monarch waystations by 
planting native plants that will attract and 
sustain Monarch butterflies as well as other 
species of butterflies and pollinators. This 
grant program will be available again in 2020 
in combination with a native plant sale and 
educational workshop.  
 
Beginning Farmer Program 

 

Woodford County faces challenges in 
retaining its rural land use, family farms and 
agricultural heritage due to rising 
development pressure and an insufficient 
number of beginning farmers able to take on 
new and established agricultural enterprises 
in the county. Given our need for new farmers 
ready to meet the challenges of farming, the 
Woodford, Franklin, and Anderson County 
Extension Offices partnered to offer a 
Beginning Farmer Series. This was a four 
week course that covered topics from business 
planning, mission & goals, farm layout, 
finance & lending programs, capital needs, 
technical assistance, marketing, and budgets. 
The last session included tours of local 
horticultural farms that provided networking 
and mentorship opportunities.  
 
This was a very successful program and will be 
offered on a yearly basis with the hope of not 
only providing an initial training to help 
beginning farmers become successful, but also 
to foster a collaborative and supportive 
environment for all farmers. 

 

ñI did not realize the wealth of 
information and resources 
available with the Extension 

Office.  It really is like having our 
own University right here in the 

county. 

-Extension Participant 

¶ 172 Number of youth who apply the 
skills learned in 4-H and in other 
activities at home, school or in the 
community 

¶  50 Number of individuals actively 
engaged in collaboration and programs 
that build community capacity to 
nurture families 

¶ 500 Number of participants gaining 
access to Extension programming at 
local farmers markets 

¶ 141 Number of youth who reported 
gaining at least one new life skill as a 
result of participating in summer 
residential camps 

¶ 50 Number of Participants reporting 
improved knowledge, opinions, skills 
or aspirations regarding healthy aging, 
independent aging and quality aging 

¶ 500 Number of individuals who made 
lifestyle changes (diet, exercise, 
managing stressors, etc.) for the 
purpose of improving their health 

¶ 35 Number of Master Gardeners that 
have completed certification and were 
active volunteers in the county during 
the past year 

¶ 27 Number of producers who plan to 
use Facebook, Twitter and other social 
media to market their business 

¶ 300 Number of students that 
completed the Truth & Consequences:  
The Choice is Yours Program 

¶ 40 Number of those reporting more 
confidence in their leadership skills 

Extension At a Glance 
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District Judge Mary Jane Phelps talking to Woodford County middle school students 

during the 2019 Woodford County Truth & Consequences  

Truth & Consequences: The Choice is Yours 
 
There is a strong need for continued substance abuse prevention and intervention in Woodford 
County. The number of diverted prescriptions and illegal drugs, overdoses, thefts, arrests, court 
cases, and medical/financial consequences of drug abuse continue to negatively impact a large 
number of families in the community. To help educate our youth about these real-life consequences, 
the Extension Office partnered with local agencies to offer this enrichment activity designed to show 
eighth grade students the impact of getting involved with illicit and legal substances. Students role-
played scenarios including possession of prescription drugs, driving under the influence, vaping, 
possession of alcohol, etc. Depending on the scenario, students visited appropriate officials and/or 
agencies including law enforcement, county attorney, EMS, health department, etc. to experience 
the consequences of their behavior. 
 

For More Information, Please Contact us at: 

Woodford County Extension Office  Å  (859) 873-4601  Å  https://woodford.ca.uky.edu 

184 Beasley Drive, Versailles, KY 40383-8992 



 
Master Clothing Volunteer Program 
 
Many studies have shown that sewing is not 
only a productive life skill and hobby, but that 
it can be a stress reliever and can increase a 
personôs feeling of self-worth. The Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension Serviceôs Master 
Clothing Volunteer Program is modeled for 
individuals who have an interest in and a 
basic understanding of clothing construction. 
We are proud to have two local people who 
have been a part of this program for nearly 
twenty years. This year alone they have 
volunteered a total of 300 hours of planning, 
preparing, and teaching classes for adults and 
children alike through cooperation with the 
Woodford County Extension Office. 
 
4-H Communications Contest 

Workshop 

 

A repeated expressed concern in Woodford 
County is the development of soft skills in the 
next generation of the workforce. Anecdotally 
employers express concern that interviewees 
regularly show up to interview for a job 
without the basic skills necessary to make a 
solid impression on their future employers. 
One such skill that Woodford County has 
prioritized for youth development is the 
ability to speak publicly. In response, 
Woodford County 4-H continues to host its 

annual 4-H Communications contest in late 
January. Serving as a partnership between the 
Woodford County 4-H program and 
Woodford County 4-H Council, Versailles 
Kiwanis and the Midway Toastmasters, the 
contest and the workshop held prior offer 
youth a chance to develop the critical soft skill 
of public communication. This year, 18 youth 
participated in the workshop held prior to the 
contest that featured instruction on how to 
craft and deliver a speech or demonstration. 
Upon completion of the workshop, 94% of the 
workshop attendees expressed a greater 
confidence in their ability to give a speech at 
the contest, 83% stated that they learned a lot 
about speech-writing at the workshop and 
78% state they learned about public speaking 
and were less afraid of the contest because of 
their workshop presentation. Based on this 
feedback the workshop helped further develop 
the communication skills of Woodford County 
4-H'ers and directly contributed to the high 
quality speeches and demonstrations given at 
the contest, many of which moved on to the 
Area Contest and a few who are participating 
in the State 4-H Communications Contest. 
 
4-H Youth Enhance Livestock 

Knowledge Through 4-H Livestock Skill

-a-thon 

 

Training the next generation of agriculture 
leaders is an imperative step in continuing 
many strong traditions in Woodford County. 
As a community that prides itself on its 

Candy Simms, Certified Master Clothing 

Volunteer,  guides a participant learning to 

use her serger during a beginning serger 

class 

Sawyer Gribble poses with Delany Simpson, 

2018 State 4-H Secretary at the 2019  4-H 

Communication Contest.  

agriculture heritage, making sure that future 
generations can carry on that legacy has been 
highlighted as an important role for 4-H to 
play. One way that Woodford County 4-H 
works to invest in these youth is the 4-H 
Livestock Skill-a-thon program. Offering a 
chance for youth to learn about all aspects of 
the livestock industry, the 4-H Livestock Skill-
a-thon competition is held annually to provide 
real world and hands-on educational 
opportunities. Youth spend months in 
preparation, learning not only about 
equipment, feeds and breeds, but also feeding 
scenarios, breeding scenarios and even 
components of livestock judging. In Woodford 
County 12 youth participated in the 2019 4-H 
Livestock Skill-a-thon program. Of these 
youth, 100% of them reported an increase in 
their livestock knowledge and that they felt 
more confident because of their experience 
with the 4-H Livestock Skillathon contest. All 
participants also reported that they worked 
hard to prepare and had fun participating 
which is why 92% report planning on 
participating next year. Through programs 
like the 4-H Livestock Skill-a-thon 
competition, Woodford County 4-H Youth are 
developing a knowledge and skill base 
necessary for successful futures in the 
agriculture industry. 
 
Tobacco Variety Trial 
 
With the decline in tobacco production across 
the nation, resources devoted to ensuring 
tobacco production research and development 
are also declining.  While there are not as 
many tobacco producers in Woodford County 
today, as in the past, the Woodford County 

Extension Service still strives to keep research 
current for those producers.  Every year, the 
Woodford County Extension Service 
establishes a variety trial to look at tobacco 
yields of current varieties to ensure that those 
producers are still getting good information to 
make them profitable on their farm. 
 
Farm Producer Funding Workshop 
 
With the continuing decline in net farm 
income, it becomes more and more difficult 
for farm operations to invest in many 
practices, new enterprises, or conservation 
efforts.  Capital outlay has been identified by 
many producers and farm organizations as the 
largest hurdle for most farm producers, 
particularly young farmers, to overcome.  The 
Woodford County Extension Service 
partnered with the Woodford County 
Conservation District and offered a workshop 
for producers to learn more about financial 
incentives and cost share programs that are 
available to local producers.  More than eighty 
participants found new financial 
opportunities and resources to help them 
maintain, or improve, the farm business. 
 

Monarch Waystation Grant Program 
 
Monarch waystations are gardens that provide 
habitat for the monarch butterfly. Monarch 
Butterflies are considered a near-threatened 
species, so habitats like this are essential to 
their survival.  In an effort to help offset the 
loss of these butterflies along with other 
pollinators, the Woodford County Cooperative 
Extension Service and the Woodford County 

Tobacco research plays an important role in 

Woodford County Extension  

Monarch Waystation at Big Spring Park 


